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BEFORE THE 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 
 
 
Application of 
 
SKYWEST CHARTER, LLC 
 
for authority to conduct scheduled 
passenger operations as a commuter 
air carrier under 49 U.S.C. § 41738 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
DOT-OST-2022-________ 

 
APPLICATION OF SKYWEST CHARTER, LLC FOR A 

COMMUTER AIR CARRIER AUTHORIZATION 
 
 
SkyWest Charter, LLC (“SWC” or the “Company”) hereby applies for authority to 

conduct scheduled passenger operations as a commuter air carrier pursuant to 49 

U.S.C. § 41738, Parts 201 and 204, and § 298.50 of the Department’s Economic 

Regulations (14 C.F.R. pt. 298) and the applicable Procedural Regulations of the 

U.S. Department of Transportation (the "Department").  The proposed operations 

will provide underserved communities and markets with frequent jet service and 

ready access to the national transportation system.  As explained in more detail 

below, the Company requests that this Application be processed on an expedited 

basis. 

 

In support of this Application, SkyWest Charter, LLC states as follows: 
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1.  The Company was originally organized under the laws of the State of New 

Jersey in the name USAC 691 Airways LLC.  On June 14, 2022, the Company was 

purchased by SW Charter Holdings, Inc.  A good standing certificate from the State 

of New Jersey is attached hereto as Exhibit SWC-100.  The Company is in the 

process of being re-domesticated in Utah.1  The Company's headquarters is 

located at 444 South River Road, St. George, Utah 84790 and its telephone 

number is 435-634-3500.  SWC has no subsidiaries nor does it hold any stock in, 

or control of, any air carrier, foreign air carrier, common carrier or person 

substantially engaged in the business of aeronautics. 

 

2.  SWC is a citizen of the United States as defined in 49 U.S.C. § 40102(a)(15).  

An affidavit of citizenship is attached as Exhibit SWC-200. 

 

3.  SWC holds FAA Air Carrier Certificate J6BA933L together with operations 

specifications for on-demand operations under Part 135 of the Federal Aviation 

Regulations (“FARs”).  The certificate was recently transferred from the Allentown 

Flight Standards Office ("FSDO") to the Allegheny FSDO.  The Manager of the 

Allegheny FSDO is Wendy Grimm.  The assignment of the FAA principal 

operations and maintenance inspectors to the Company is pending.  The 

                                                 
1 The Company has filed the paperwork to change its name under state law from USAC Airways 
691, LLC to SkyWest Charter, LLC and will provide such confirming documentation upon receipt 
from the Secretary of State's office upon receipt along with a good standing certificate from the 
State of Utah.  The Company will be changing the name on the Air Carrier Certificate and op specs 
as well and will notify the Department upon completion of that process. With the exception of the 
questionnaires completed by key personnel that reference "USAC Airways 691, LLC," the name 
SkyWest Charter, LLC or SWC is used in this Application for ease of reference since that will be 
the name under which service is provided. 
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individuals currently occupying the FAA-required positions worked for the 

Company under its previous ownership.  SWC will be working with the FSDO to 

integrate into SWC other FAR Part 119-required personnel who are currently 

working for or recently retired from SkyWest Airlines, Inc. (“SkyWest Airlines”). 

 

4.  A list of the Company's key personnel and their positions is attached as Exhibit 

SWC-300.  All of the key personnel are citizens of the United States.  An 

organizational chart reflecting the Company's management structure is set forth in 

Exhibit SWC-301.  SWC is wholly owned by SW Charter Holdings, Inc., which in 

turn is a wholly owned subsidiary of SkyWest, Inc. as reflected in the chart attached 

as Exhibit SWC-302.  Information regarding other aviation positions and ownership 

interests of the key personnel of the Company and relevant corporations are set 

forth in Exhibit SWC-303. 

 

5.  SWC's management team and key personnel have extensive business and 

aviation expertise and are well-qualified to conduct the operations proposed herein 

as reflected in their resumes and background information contained in Exhibit 

SWC-304.  In fact, most of the key personnel have hands-on experience providing 

service in these markets with the same aircraft type that will be used by SWC 

making SWC particularly well suited to provide the scheduled commuter air 

transportation services for which authority is being requested. 
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6.  SWC requests authority to engage in scheduled passenger operations as a 

commuter air carrier under the public charter rules of Part 380 of the Department's 

Regulations.  SWC will operate the proposed service with 30-seat Bombardier Inc. 

CL-600-2B19 (CRJ-200) that it will lease from its affiliate, SkyWest Leasing, Inc.  

These aircraft are ideally suited for the markets to be served by SWC and, in fact, 

have operated in the same and similar markets for many years by its affiliate, 

SkyWest Airlines.2  Additional information regarding the aircraft fleet and the 

Affidavit of Safety Compliance are attached hereto as Exhibits SWC-400 and 

SWC-401.  SWC is working with the Allegheny FSDO to add the CRJs to its op 

specs. 

 

7.  The proposed flights will enable many underserved cities to have a frequency 

of service that provides them with a meaningful connection to the national 

transportation system.  SWC also plans to have working arrangements with major 

airlines for the ease of the traveling public.  A more detailed description of the 

service is contained in Exhibit SWC-500.  The financial statements and traffic 

forecasts for the first normalized year are contained in Exhibits SWC 501-503. 

 

8.  Except as set forth in Exhibit SWC-600: 

(a)  there are no actions, judgments, investigations or other matters involving SWC, 

its relevant corporations, their key personnel or persons with a substantial interest 

                                                 
2 SkyWest Airlines has been operating as an air carrier since 1972 and its fitness has been 
reviewed and confirmed by the Department throughout the years of its operation.  See, e.g., Orders 
2011-12-11.  SWC requests that the Department take official notice of SkyWest Airlines' fitness. 
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therein, 

(b)  there are no pending court actions or outstanding judgments (whether or not 

in excess of $5,000) against the Company, relevant corporations of SWC, or any 

key personnel of, or person holding a substantial interest in, any relevant 

corporation 

(c)  there are no pending DOT or FAA investigations, enforcement actions or formal 

complaints regarding compliance with Title 49, Subtitle VII of the U.S. Code or 

orders, rule, regulations or requirements issued pursuant thereto against the 

Company or any relevant corporation, or key personnel of, or person holding a 

substantial interest in, the Company. 

(d) there have been no charges of unfair or deception or anticompetitive business 

practice, or of fraud, felony or antitrust violations brought in the last 10 years 

against the Company or any relevant corporation, or key personnel of, or person 

holding a substantial interest in, any relevant corporation. 

(e) there have been no aircraft accidents, as defined in 49 C.F.R. § 830.2, or 

incidents for which notification to the National Transportation Safety Board 

(“NTSB”) is required under 49 C.F.R. § 830.5, experienced by the Company, its 

key personnel or any relevant corporations, either (i) during the year immediately 

preceding this Application and Notice or (ii) that remain under investigation by the 

NTSB, FAA or the Company. 

 

9.  A description of the Company's operating history and its current financial 

information is attached as Exhibit SWC-700.  The consolidated financial 
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statements for SkyWest, Inc. and its related companies are contained in the Form 

10-K reports filed by SkyWest, Inc. with the SEC for the years ending December 

31, 2019, 2020 and 2021, and the Form 10-Q for the first quarter of 2022 attached 

as Exhibits SWC-702-705. 

 

10.  Grant of the requested authority will not cause a near term net change in 

aircraft fuel consumption of 10 million gallons or more.  Accordingly, no potential 

major regulatory action is involved, nor is an energy statement required under Part 

313 of the Department’s Regulations. 

 

11.  An executed counterpart of Agreement 18900 (OST Form 4523) will be 

provided in a supplementary filing and filed with the Department’s Docket 

Operations Office (DOT-OST-1995-236). 

 

12.  A Certificate of Insurance (OST Form 6410) evidencing the minimum 

insurance coverage levels required under Part 205 of the Department’s 

Regulations will be provided in a supplementary filing. 

 

13.  The required certification, signed by the Company's Chief Operating Officer is 

attached as Exhibit SWC-800. 

 

14.  SWC respectfully requests that this Application be processed pursuant to the 

expedited non-hearing procedures under Subpart B of the Department’s Rules of 
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Practice.  The requested authority is critical to maintaining service in the 

underserved markets identified herein.  The evidence contained in this Application 

and the exhibits attached hereto clearly establishes that SWC is fit, willing and able 

to operate as a commuter air carrier providing scheduled passenger air 

transportation.  This Application presents no issues of material fact, or other 

complex issues of law or policy.  Expedited treatment of this Application will directly 

service the public interest by providing continuity of service to underserved 

markets and will make efficient use of the Department’s staff and resources.  To 

help facilitate that objective, SWC requests that the order to show cause specify 

an answer period no longer than five business days. 

 

[Continued on next page]
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WHEREFORE, SkyWest Charter, LLC respectfully requests that the Department 

issue a commuter air carrier authorization on an expedited basis allowing the 

Company to provide scheduled passenger operations as a commuter air carrier. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 Eileen M. Gleimer 

Mary-Caitlin Ray 
CROWELL & MORING LLP 
1001 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
(202) 624-2500 
egleimer@crowell.com 
mray@crowell.com 
 
Counsel to 
SkyWest Charter, LLC 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated:  June 17, 2022 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I hereby certify that I caused a copy of the foregoing Application to be served this 
17th  day of June, 2022, via email transmission, on the following persons: 
 
 
FAA Allegheny Flight Standards Office wendy.l.grimm@faa.gov    
 
DOT Office of Aviation Analysis  laura.remo@dot.gov    

damon.walker@dot.gov 
 
Dodge City Regional Airport  nickh@dodgecity.org 
 
Wyoming DOT    brian.olsen@wyo.gov 
 
Northeast Wyoming Regional Airport todd.chatfield@campbellcountywy.gov 
 
Southwest Wyoming Regional Airport dbrubaker@flyrks.com 
 
Central Wyoming Regional Airport riverton@rivertonwy.gov 
 
Sheridan County Airport   jstopka@sheridancountyairport.com 
Hays Regional Airport   jsalter@haysusa.com 
 
Johnstown-Cambria County Airport 
Authority     ccree@flyjst.com 
 
Mason City Airport Commission  dsims@masoncity.net 
 
Meridian Airport Authority   twilliams@meridianairport.com 
 
Salina Airport Authority   trogers@salair.org 
 
Sioux Gateway Airport   mcollett@sioux-city.org 

jkruse@sioux-city.org 
 
 
 
 
 
     
Karen Edelen 
 
June 17, 2022 
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§203.4(h) Application ¶1 

§203.4(i) Application ¶1 

§203.4(j) Application ¶9; Exhibits SWC-700–705  

§203.4(k) N/A 

§203.4(l), (m), (o), (p), (q) Application ¶8; Exhibit SWC-600 

§203.4(n) Application ¶6; Exhibits SWC-400–401 

§203.4(r) Application ¶9; Exhibit SWC-700 

§203.4(s) Application ¶3 

§203.4(t) Application ¶7; Exhibits SWC-500–503 
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EXHIBIT SWC-100 
CERTIFICATE OF GOOD STANDING 
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EXHIBIT SWC-200 
AFFIDAVIT OF CITIZENSHIP 
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EXHIBIT SWC-300 
KEY PERSONNEL 

 
SKYWEST CHARTER, LLC 

 

 

* The organizational structure of the Company does not include a "president."  The 
authority and functions typically held and performed by a president are vested in 
the Chief Operating Officer. 
 

NOTE:  Messrs. Wilson, Burkhardt and Calhoun are SWC's current Director of 
Operations, Chief Pilot and Director of Maintenance, respectively.  Messrs. Link, 
Covington and Hall, the Asst. Director of Operations, Chief Pilot and Director of 
Maintenance, respectively, will transition into the positions prior to the 
commencement of operations.

Position Name 

Chief Operating Officer*/ 
Accountable Executive 

Michael Thompson 

Chief Financial Officer Darin Hafen 

Director of IT Kevin Simmons 

Director of HR Jennifer Farris 

Director of Operations Larry Wilson 

Asst Director of Operations Bradley Link 

Director of Maintenance Trevor Calhoun 

Asst Director of Maintenance James Hall 

Chief Pilot W. Dick Burkhardt 

Asst Chief Pilot Lonnie Covington 

Director of Safety Phillip Hockema 

Member of SWC Board of Managers Russell Childs 

Member of SWC Board of Managers Wade Steel 

Member of SWC Board of Managers Robert Simmons 
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EXHIBIT SWC-300 
RELEVANT CORPORATIONS 
AND THEIR KEY PERSONNEL 

 
SW Charter Holdings, Inc. 

Officers 
 
Russell A. Childs 
    
 Title: Chief Executive Officer & President   

Mr. Childs was named CEO of SkyWest, Inc. effective January 1, 2016, and 
has served as President of SkyWest, Inc. since 2014.  He is responsible for 
the holding company’s operating entities and all commercial activities.  He 
joined SkyWest, Inc.in 2001 and became Vice President – Controller later 
that year.  He served as the President and Chief Operating Officer of 
SkyWest Airlines from 2007 to 2014.  Mr. Childs earned his bachelor's 
degree in Economics and master's degree in Accounting from Brigham 
Young University.  Prior to joining SkyWest, Inc., Mr. Childs was a certified 
public accountant employed by a public accounting firm. 
 
Other Directorships: Mr. Childs currently serves on the Salt Lake City 
Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco and is the Chair of 
the NextGen Advisory Committee of the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). 

 
 
Robert J. Simmons 
 
Title: Chief Financial Officer 
 

Mr. Simmons is the Chief Financial Officer of SkyWest, Inc. and its 
operating subsidiary, SkyWest Airlines.  He is responsible for the areas of 
information technology, human resources, finance, accounting, treasury 
and investor relations for SkyWest, Inc. and its subsidiaries. 
 
From 2009 until his appointment as SkyWest’s Chief Financial Officer in 
March 2015, Mr. Simmons served as a Partner with Bendigo Partners, LLC.  
(“Bendigo Partners”), a privately held firm focused on technology-based 
financial services as private equity investors and operational consultants.  
In his role with Bendigo Partners, he was responsible for portfolio 
management.  He previously served as Chief Financial Officer as well as 
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Corporate Treasurer for E*TRADE Financial Corporation.  He has more 
than 30 years of finance and treasury experience in various leadership 
positions at companies including Oracle, Iomega, and Bank of America. 
 
Mr. Simmons holds a master’s degree in business administration, with an 
emphasis in finance from the Kellogg Graduate School of Management at 
Northwestern University, and graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor’s 
degree in international business from Brigham Young University. 

 
Wade J. Steel 
 
Title: Chief Commercial Officer 
 

Mr. Steel is the Chief Commercial Officer of SkyWest, Inc. and its operating 
subsidiary, SkyWest Airlines.  He is responsible for the SkyWest Airlines' 
contractual relationships with American Airlines, Inc. (“American”), Delta Air 
Lines, Inc. (“Delta”), United Airlines, Inc. (“United”) and Alaska Airlines, Inc. 
(“Alaska”), development of new business opportunities with network 
airlines, fleet management and maintenance.  He also plays a vital role in 
the strategic planning and development opportunities of SkyWest, Inc. 
 
Mr. Steel was initially employed with SkyWest, Inc.in March 2007 as 
Director of Financial Planning and Analysis and was appointed to serve as 
Vice President – Controller for SkyWest Airlines in 2011.  From May 2014 
until his appointment as Chief Commercial Officer of SkyWest, Inc.in March 
2015, he served as the Executive Vice President and acting Chief Financial 
Officer of SkyWest, Inc., with responsibility for the areas of finance, 
treasury, investor relations and information technology for SkyWest, Inc. 
and its subsidiaries.  Prior to joining SkyWest, Inc., Mr. Steel was employed 
by a public accounting firm. 
 
Mr. Steel holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accounting from 
Brigham Young University and is a member of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants.  He sits on the board of Southern Airways 
Corporation and Saint George Regional Hospital. 
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EXHIBIT SWC-301 
ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

 
SKYWEST CHARTER, LLC 
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EXHIBIT SWC-302 
OWNERSHIP 

 
SKYWEST CHARTER, LLC 

 
 
None of SWC's key personnel own voting stock in SWC.  SWC is wholly owned by 
SW Charter Holdings, Inc. which, in turn, is wholly owned by SkyWest, Inc. as 
shown below in: 
 
 
 
 

SKYWEST, INC. 
 Utah corporation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SkyWest 
Airlines, 

Inc. 
Utah 

corporation 

SkyWest 
Leasing, Inc. 
Utah corporation 

SW Charter 
Holdings, Inc.  
Utah corporation 

SkyWest 
Charter, LLC  

Utah limited liability 
company 

100% 

100% 75% 

Aero Engines 
LLC 

Delaware limited 
liability company 

SkyWest 
Insurance 
Company, 

Inc. 
Utah 

corporation 
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EXHIBIT SWC-303 
SKYWEST CHARTER, LLC 

KEY PERSONNEL - OTHER INTERESTS OR 
POSITIONS IN AVIATION RELATED BUSINESSES 

 
 
Except as noted below or reflected in their resumes, none of SWC's key personnel 
or persons holding a substantial interest in SWC are or have ever been air carriers, 
foreign air carriers, common carriers, persons substantially engaged in the 
business of aeronautics, officers or directors of any such entity or holders of 10% 
or more of the total outstanding voting stock of any such entity. 
 
 

 
 
 

Name/SWC Position Other Aviation Interest/Position 

Darin Hafen 

SWC CFO 
SkyWest Airlines (Treasurer) 

Jennifer Farris 

SWC Director of HR 

SkyWest, Inc. (Assistant Corporate Secretary to 
Board of Directors) 

W. Dick Burkhardt 

SWC Director of Operations 

Owner of WD Burkhardt Inc (service provider for 
owners/operators of Challenger 601 and GIV 
aircraft) 

Russell Childs 

SWC Board of Managers 

SkyWest, Inc. (CEO/President); Regional Airline 
Association (Executive Board) 

Wade Steel 

SWC Board of Managers 

SkyWest, Inc. (Chief Commercial Officer) 
Southern Airways (Board Member) 

Robert Simmons 

SWC Board of Managers 
SkyWest, Inc. (CFO) 
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EXHIBIT SWC-304 
KEY PERSONNEL RESUMES 

 
SKYWEST CHARTER 
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